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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Dr. David Blevins. I am a 65 year-old Senior Pastor with almost 48 years of gospel ministry experience as a Youth Pastor, Assistant Pastor, Missionary in Canada, Bible College Professor, Bible Institute Instructor, and Senior Pastor.

 From March of 2013 until June of 2015 I was on a two-year Sabbatical being successfully treated for chronic depression. For a little more than two years my wife and I were ministered to at the City of Refuge which is a ministry of the First Baptist Church in Woodstock, GA where Dr. Johnny Hunt was the Pastor. We graduated from this ministry the beginning of June, 2015 and with Dr. Hunt's blessing I became a Staff Evangelist for First Woodstock from January, 2016 to December, 2020. We are now actively searching for a church to serve the Lord in.

My bout with chronic depression was a 35 plus year battle. I never told anyone (not even my wife) what I was battling with. After all, isn’t a Pastor supposed to have it all together? No matter how much I prayed, read and memorized Scripture, or won souls to Christ the depression was there, hidden from view by everyone else. At our last church, my wife talked me into seeking professional treatment and I learned several things.

1. I should have sought professional help many years earlier.

2. One-third of all Americans will battle some sort of mental illness during their life time. That figure also translates into the church. Christians are not immune to these illnesses.

3. Depression is caused by a chemical imbalance.

4. According to research released by Dr. James Dobson, 80% of Pastors say that they are depressed.

I am doing very, very well now after intensive counseling, being treated by a wonderful Christian psychiatrist, and being on excellent medicine that treats my condition. God has not forgotten me or my ministry and love for His people (Hebrews 6:10).

I wanted to be completely transparent with you. I believe that most churches and Pastors do not realize how many of their members are suffering silently with mental illness. They are brothers and sisters in Christ and they deserve our prayers, love, and support.

Thank you for prayerfully considering my resume. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Because of Jesus,

Dr. David Blevins
